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I APPLtCATION NO. [ FtLl>fG DATE ) FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ) ATTORNEY PQCKHT NO. ) C0N>-}RMAT]0N NO. ) 

09/462.024 02/03/2000 WERNER RAHMFELD 3245- 71 OPUS 45^6 

UTLE OF JNVENTlONi: METHOD AND DE V/CE l-OR PRODLfCING 'I'H/N SLABS 



I APPLN-TYP£ j SMALL KNTJTY | ISSUE ^'EE | PUBLICATION C£E ] TOTAL Pt'E. | DATE DUB [ 

nonprovisioiial N'O $J33G S300 SJ630 02' 19/2004 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABO\T£ HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND iS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR L313 AND MFEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MOST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABO\^ 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAH) ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR 
/VN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED, 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE; 

I Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is showi^ as YES, verify your c^jrrent 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the statifs is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B, If the .status is changed, pay tiie PUBLICATION FEE (if 
required) and twice the amoimt of the ISSUE FEE shown above 
and notify tiie United States Patent and Trademark Office of the 
change in status, or 



If tiie SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S} DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY .status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box belo\v aiid enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and i/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above, 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 



11. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and rettEmed to the United Stiites Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE {if reqnired). Even if the fee(s) have already been pai4 Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Pait B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed mid an eKtia copy of the form should be submitted. 

ID. All communications regarding this application must give the application nomber. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 ni^y require payment of 
maintenance fee.s. It is patentee's re.spfm.sibiltty to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITT/VL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s)» to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE Fim 

CominissKmer tor Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

or Fas (703)746-4000 

INSTROCrrONS: rhk form should be ust-d for triinsmitting the ISSUE m\i and PUUtJCATlON FHE (if requireti), Blocks 1 through 4 sh&uia be completed ^here 
unnropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders anci notification of maintetiance fees wiif be mailed to the current corresgondence addr^^^^ 
indicated unless corrected below or directed othen\'ise in Block K by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; aiid^'or (b) indicating a separate PLh AUDKhS^" for 

maintenance fgg uotiftcattons. ■ ■ ____ 

cmiti;NTcORft£Si'aN-iMiNc-i;ADOR[;s,sfNote i.csif'li'liiart-iip vihh^iiycfitrwiwsw lis;; Block ij Note: A certificate of iiiailiiig can only be used for domestit; mu,ilini>s of tlie- 

f'eef ii) Transmittal. This certificiite cannot be n<.e<i for anv other accompanying 
papers, Eiach additional paper^ such as art assignaient or formal drawing, must 
75^0 j oiive its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 



THOMAS C PONTANl 

COHEN PONTANl LIEBERMAN & PA VANE 

551 FIFTH AVENUE 

SUITE 1210 

NEW YORK, NY 10176 


Cfrtificate of Mailing or Transmission 

I hereby ccriify that this T-ccis) Trajismihal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Ser^'icc with sufficient postage for first class mad iii aji L^nvclope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUl: ITit address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to tlie LiSlTO. on the date indicated beiow. 








' .-^PPLfCATION NO. I FILING D.^Tl: | FIRST N.-^MED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKHT NO. | OOHFJRMATJOK NO. 



09/462.024 02/03/2000 WEKNER RAHMFELD 3245-7I0PUS 4586 



TITLE OF INVENTION: ME'fHOD AND DEVfCE [■ OR PRODUCING I Hi^i SLABS 



1 APPLN.TYPE 1 SMAit. KNUTY | 


ISSUE FdE 


j PUBLtC'-ATtON FEE 


1 TOTAL b-EE{fi) OV.E j 


DATE DUE j 


nonprovisional NO 


SI 330 


S300 


Si630 




1 (-XAMtNER 1 


ARTf;>JlT 


j CLASS-SUfltXASS 


1 




KHRNS, KEVIN P 


1725 


164-459000 







i . Chinige of correspondence address or indicalion of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR ].B3). 

□ Chuiiiie of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondaicc 
Address fom^ P'J-0/SU/I22) attached. 

Q "Pee Addre.ss" indication {or "Pee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent} attached. Use of a Custonitr 



2. For printing on the patent front page, Hst ( I) ihc 
names of up to 3 registered parent attorneys or 
agents OR, aiteniafively, (2) the name of a sinjile 
ftfra (iiflving s«i a mmiber a registered sittovmiy or 
agent) and the rtanies of up to 2 registcicti patent 
attorneys or agents. If no name is listed, no natne 
wii\ be printa.1. 



3. ASSlONEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRlN'l'ED 0>i THE PA'PENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE; Unjess an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent, rnchisiou ot" as.signee data is only appropriate when a 
been previously siibmirred to theljSPVO or i-; being submitted undei- separate cover. <;omplctjon of diis form is NO V a substitute for filing aw assi^iant. 
(A) NAME OF ASSTONBE (B) RESIDE.\CE: (CITY and STA'l'E OR COl/NTRY) 



Please check the appropriate assignee category or ualcgarics twiU not b'i printed on tive- patent); □ •individvvAl Q corporfttion or other private group entity^ Q government 



4ii. The foiiowing fet<s) ate enclosed'. 

□ Issve i-ee 

□ Publication Fee 

□ Advance Order - if of Copies 



4b. Payment of I'eef sV. 

□ A check in the amount of tlis fee<s) is enclosed, 

□ Payateftt by credit card. Form rT'O'20,'i8 is attached. 

□ The Director is herebv authorized by charge the required fee($), or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy ot this form). 



Director for Patents i* retjucsted to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid i-ssoe fee to the application identified alwve. 



(Authorized .Signature) 



(Date) 



NOTE: The Issue Fee and Ptibiication Fee (if required) wtll not be accepted from anyone 
other than the applicant; a reglsterai attorney or agent; or die assignee or other paity in 
fntcrcst a* -sliovm by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 



This collection of information is required bv 37 CFR 1.331. Ttte information is rcttinred to 
obtain or retain a benefit bv the public which is to file (and by the USFi'O to process) an 
application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 3? CFR LI 4. This collection js 
estimated to take 12 mtuutes to complete, including gathering, prepitring, and submtttin^ the 
completed appJicadon form to die OSPVO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you reiniire to ctuflpletc this fonri attd/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, siiould be sent to tlic Chief Infomiatiou Ot^ccr, U.S. 
J^atent and Trademark Olfice, IJ.S, Department of Commerce, Alexandria, Virgims 
22313-1450. DO NOT 5END FEES OR COMFLETBD FORMS TO THIS ADDRtiSS. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, AJexaitdria, "Vti-ginia 223) 3-14.^0, 
Under the PapervvoA Reduction Act of 1995, no iierson.s ait requiitd to respond to a 
collection of irtfoi'mation unless it displays a vaiicJ OMB controJ number. 



1^0L-S5 (Rev. ia'03) A^-)pvoved use tiurotigU 04/30/2004. 



TRANSMIT IKfS PORM WnTlFHECS) 

OMB 065^0033 l.j.$.PtUem and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTX-fENT OP COMMEKCB 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



t3NrrfiI> STATERS UErAIlTMEN'f ov c<:>MMEtt<:i; 
Unitet State* Patent aad Ti-adeiaark OffKC 
Addrcw; COMMiSSlONHR ?0h PATENTS 

P.O.B.IX J4.iO 

AlcxarnJfia. Viriioia i3.!K5.MiO 



APPLiCATlOK KO, 



V'lUHO DATt 



PIRST NAMED ttsiYE^jTOR 



ATTOKKBY DO<::&ET HO. CONFJIJ^IATION NO. 



05>/462.024 



7590 1 [.'19/200) 

THOMAS C PONTANI 

COHEN PONTANI LIEBERMAM & PAVANE 

551 FIFTH AVENUE 

SUITE 1210 

NEW YORK, NY 10176 



KERNS, KEVIM P 



M?ER NUMBER 



1725 

DATE MAILL^D: ] l/!9.'2003 



Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Temi Adjustment to date is 0 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
maiUng date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 0 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application^ the filing date that 
detemiines Patent Term Adjustment is the fiJing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment detennination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (703) 305-1383. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 



PTOL-S.s (Rev. 10/03) Approved for use through 04/30/2004. 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



tJNJ'rei) STATES DKI^ARTMieN r' OV COMMKH.CE 
Unite<l Staf«s f'atciit and ri-ademark Office 

Addrcsi: COMMlSSlO'NeR FOR PATENTS 



AFl'LiCATJOK NO. 



KIUNCi DATE 



FIRST NaMBD t^s;VB^^TC)R 



j ATTt)KMEY POCKET ?^0- j CONyiR^tATlOM >iO. 



09/462,024 



02/03/2000 



7i9ii 1 in<>.'2tm 

THOMAS C PONTANI 
COHEN PONTANI LIEBERMAN & PAVANE 
551 FIFTH AVENUE 
SUITE 1210 
NEW YORK, NY !0!76 



KERNS, KEVIN? 



PAFERNUMfieR 



ni5 

DATE MAILED: 11/19/2003 



Notice of Fee Increase oii October 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October U 2003, then the 
amoimt due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an 
increase in fees effective on October 1, 2003. Sgg Revision ^if Patent Fees for Fisqal Year 2004; Final Rule, 68 Fed. 
Reg. 41532, 41533, 41534 Quiy 14, 2003). 

The current fee schedule is accessible from (http://w^v.uspto.gov/main/howtofees.htm). 

If the fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due*' but not the correct amount in \iew 
of the fee increase, a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid processing 
delays associated with mailing of a '^Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the response to the Notice of Allowance 
is to be filed on or after October 1, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or after October 1, 2003), the 
issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. If the issue fee was previously paid, and the 
response to the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a previously-paid issue fee to the 
issue fee now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the response is filed and the 
previously-paid issue fee should be paid. Sge Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 1308,01 (Eighth 
Edition, August 2001). 

Effective October 1, 2003, 37 CFR 1.18 is amended by revising paragiaphs (a) through (c) to read as set forth below. 
Section 1.18 Patent post allowance (including issue) fees, 
(a) Issue fee for issuing each original or reissue patent. 



except a design or plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $665.00 

By other than a small entity $1,330.00 

(b) Issue fee for issuing a design patent: 

By a small entity (Sec, 1 .27(a)) $240.00 

By other than a small entity $480.00 

(c) Issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. L27(a)) $320.00 

By other than a small entity $640.00 



Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center of the 
Office of Patent Pubhcation at (703) 305-8283. 



PT0L-S5 (Rev. i 0/03) Approved for use tftroiigh 04/30/2004. 
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